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THE FEAR OF GOD 


AND 


A SERMON, 


From Prov. xxiv. 21, 22. 


My Son, fear hon the Lord and the King; and med- 


ale not with them that are given to change: For 
their calamity ſhail r iſe ſuddenly ; : ang 20 knatws- 
eth the ruin of them both ? 


Y reprobating them that are given to 
change, you will eafily perceive, my bre- 
thren, that Solomon does not mean to condemn 
all changes abſolutely, and without exception; 
ſince there may be ſometimes the very beſt rea- 


fons for a change. When things are in 
a wrong*or dangerous ſtate, it is certainly fit 
they ſhould be changed. A change for the 


better is always deſirable; and they ought to 
be honoured, who are inſtrumental in pro- 
moting it: As, for example, the converſion 
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of the heathen world from paganiſm to Chriſ. 
tianity ; and of the Chriſtian world, from Po- 
pery to Proteſtantiſm ; the converſion of a 
ſinner from the error of his way; or the 
change of a nation from Egyptian bondage and 
tyranny to a ſtate of liberty and happineſs; 
theſe are bleſſed changes, and ſubjects of real joy 
and thankfulneſs. The change here forbidden 
to be ſought after, is a change merely for its 
own ſake, without any benefit gained thereby; 
or rather a change from good to bad; from the 
fear of God and the King, to a temper directly 
the reverſe, v hereby men reject or infringe their 
joint commands, or act contrary to the laws 

of religion and government, upon any pretence 
whatever. Suchthings may be done under plau- 
ſible pretences - pretences of reform; of liber- 


ty; of zeal for the good of the P cople; and : 


for defending the rights of men, &c. And the 
plauſibility of their pretences will make ſuch 
innovators more able to ſeduce and miſlead ſim- 
ple well diſpoſed people, who are not aware of 
any bad deſigns. For which reaſon, there is 
the more need to warn ſuch perſons againſt 
aſſociating with them, as Solomon does here: 
„My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King; 
and with them at do otherwiſe hold not 
thou commerce.” Such is the tranſlation 
given by ſome, and very * the right | 
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Here then, my brethren, is one of the moſt 


uſeful and important maxims contained in this 
book, or in the whole word of God; injoining 


duties of the greateſt moment, and directing 


the proper order of them—firſt to obey God, 
the Supreme and Univerſal Governor, and then 


to honour the King, as his vicegerent, and 


cc his miniſter to the people for good “.“ At 


the ſame time, we are given to underſtand, that 


theſe are duties of ſuchgreat weight and necet- 
lity, that we muſt adhere to them inviolably, 
and have no familiar intercourſe with thoſe who 


nieglect or infringe them; becauſe a dreadful 


_ puniſhment awaits ſuch tranſgreſſors. For 


« their calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly; and who 


* knoweth the ruin of them both.“ 


All that J propoſe, through divine aſſiſtance, 
in the following diſcourſe, 1s only to offer a few 
remarks, firſt upon the duties here injoined; and 
next upon the ſanction with which they are in- 


forced; and then to conclude with a brief ap- 


plication. Theſe things will afford us inftruc- 
tions very ſuitable to the preſent times, and to 
the deſign of this day. 


1. Firſt, let us endeavour a little more parti- 


cularly to explain the duties now before us. 


Rom. xiii. 4. 


The 


| 1 
The deſign of this proverb is to keep men in 
juſt ' ſubjection to the laws of God and their 
country, and to warn them of the dangerous 
conſequences of a contrary behaviour. Our 
duty to God and the King is expreſſed here, as 
in ſeveral other places of ſcripture, in the ſame 
ſentence, and as it were with the ſame breath, 
to teach us, that the King is a ſort of i Image and 
repreſertative of God on earth; and as the 
higheſt reverence and worſhip is for ever due 
to God, ſo there is a ſomewhat ſimilar honour _ 
to be paid to the King, or the chicf Magiſtrate 
of the nation, hy whatever name he may be 
called. In like manner hath the Apoſtle Peter 
coupled theſe duties.—*< Fear God,“ ſays he. 
* Honour the King.” Another thing which 
we learn from the ſacred writers, ſo often 
uniting theſe precepts, is that there is a very 
cloſe and intimate connection between the 
"obedience we owe to God, and that which we 
owe to the King; and that no firm or ſteady 
allegiance can be maintained towards earthly 
Sovereigns, if the fear of God be laid aſide. For 
though many perſons ſerve and honour their 
Kids. who ſcem to be deficient | in piety to God, 
or utterly deſtitute of it; yet it may be aſſirmed, 
that none but the truly religious are fo rooted 
in the duty of civil ſubjection as that they can- 
not be moved away from i it, either by the allure- 
. + 1 Pet. ii 17. 
. 1 CFT 


Ta 


—— — — — —ĩ— p IPs cone 1 — 


hh „ 


: „ 
ment of riches and pleaſures; or by the fear of 
ſufferings; or even by the provocation of actual 


—___. Injuries. No other principle, excluſive of reli- 


gion, is adequate to ſuch a purpoſe; nor is there 
any reaſon to expect, that he who is falſe to his 
God, will prove faithful to his Prince. But if 
the fear of God hath taken deep root in men's 
minds, as it ought to do, it will, like a ſacred 
anchor, hold them faſt to the poſt of duty in the 
moſt turbulent times, and amid the greateſt 
tempeſts of diſcord and ſedition; becauſe while 
they act upon this principle, they know and 
conſider, that to reſiſt lawful authority, is * to 
© refiſt the ordinance of God f,“ and to fight 
againſt God himſelf: So that in this inſtance, 
as wellas others, religion is the beſt ſafe-guardof 
morality; and all human rulers, who would pro- 
| mote the peace and proſperity of the people they 
govern, ought with great care to promote and 
encourage among them the ſtudy of true reli- 
gion. Thoſe rulers who give countenance to 
impiety, and the contempt of religion, are not 
+ onlyenemies to their people? s happineſs; but they 
prepare axes and gibbets for the deſtruction on 
their own authority. 
We muſt here obſerve, however, wat God is 
placed before the King, becauſe he is thefirſt and 
| higheſt object of our regard. The obedience 
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which we owe to Kings, or earthly rulers, is not 
abſolute and unlimited : it is bounded and cir- 
cumfcribedby the fear of God]; and is neither to 
be demanded nor paid, any further than that 
higher principle allows. When the Apoſtles ex- 
hort children to obey their Parents, and Servants 
to obey their Maiters, they always bid them pay 
this obedience © in the Lord,” that is, ſo far as 
it ſhall be agreeable to the commandments of 
Chriſt. The ſame limitation belongs no leſs to 
the obedience which we owe to Kings and Ma- 


giſtrates; they are only to be honoured and 


\ obeyed in the Lord, or conſiſtently with the 
obligations of religion; which is likewiſe ex- 
preſsly taught by Solomon, in another place, 
where he ſays, I counſel thee to keep the 
* King's commandment, and that in regard to 
ce the oath of God *,“ that is (as it is explained 
by learned interpreters, both Jewiſh and Chriſ- 
tian) obſerve and obey the King's command- 
ment, with a due regard to the oath of God; 
or ſo as at the ſame time to preſerve a good con- 
ſcience, and by no means to violate the obliga- 
tions you are under to keep the commandments 
of God. This is preciſely what our Saviour 
teaches in the Goſpel. —*© Render unto Ceſar 
% the things which are Ceſars; and unto God 
e the things that are Gods . | 


Upon 


1 


VD pon this principle, the Servants of King Saul 
are greatly to be commended for refuſing to 
obey the unjuſt and cruel order of their Maſter, 
to ſlay in cold blood the poor defenceleſs Prieſts 
of Nob +, who had committed no crime; and 
Doeg the Edomite, who executed that order, 
can never be remembered without abhorrence 
and deteſtation: ſo alſo, when the Apoſtles 
Peter and John were brought before the Jewiſh 
Council, and commanded, with threats, to teach 
no more! in the name of Jeſus, they anſwered, 
Whether it be right in the ſight of God, to 
e hearken unto you more than unto God, judge 
« yet.” After the ſame example, the early Chriſ- 
tians were peaceable and faithful ſubjects, in all 
temporal matters, to their heathen rulers and 
perſecutors; but when theſerulers required them 
torenouncethe Chriſtian profeſſion, toblaſpheme 
the Lord Jeſus, or to offer incenſe to heathen 
Gods, they firmly refuſed to obey ſuch orders, 
and ſhewed themſelves ready to endure any ſuf. 
ferings rather than comply with them. And 
with the utmoſt reaſon; For as it would be con- 
trary to duty, and a ſubverſion of all order, to 
obey the command of an inferior officer, in op- 
poſition to that of his ſuperior, and of the King 
himſelf; ſo it would be no leſs unreaſonable to 


+ 1 Sam. 211. 17 18. + Acts. iv. 19. 
. obey 
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obey the command of the King, when it contra- 
dicts the command of the King of Kings; or to 
follow our ſupreme rulers on earth, in oppoli- 
tion to the will of heaven. 
hut in general, in all Chriſtian countries, the 
duties men owe to God and the King go hand 
in hand, and no man can violate the one, with- 
cout departing; from the other. Among us at 
leaft, it is certainly ſo. Indeed it is otherwiſe 
at preſent in France, where Chriſtian worſhip in 
any ſhape, is hardly tolerated, by the pretended 
worſhippers of reaſon and liberty; where all 
profeſſions and appearances of religion are dif- 
couraged and even ridiculed by public autho- 
rity; and where people are invited to open 
their ſhops, and carry on their worldly buſineſs, 
on the Lord's day, with a threatening ſentence 
ſabjoined—that they ſhall be conſidered as diſ- 
affected tothe Government, who remember the 
ce Sabbath day to keep it holy.“ In that miſerable 
country, the commands of human authority 
ſtand in direct oppoſition to the laws of God; 
and if there are any remains of Gbrifianity 
among them, the people muſt of neceſſity diſ- 
obey their earthly maſters. But bleſſed be God, 
a different order takes place in our happy land. 
We are called to no trials of that kind, We 
may icy and GST keep all the 
commandments 
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commandments of God, and at the ſame time 
be good and loyal ſubjects to our King. NaylI 

will go further, and affirm that want of loyalty, 

among us, is a ſure proof of the want of religion. 
For what is it in this country that poiſons loy- 
alty, that engages men in ſeditious and treaſon- 
able practices, or in deſigns againſt the Govern- 
ment? Upon the moſt at conſtruction, 
it is levity and love of change; or reſtleſsneſs 
and diſcontent; or more probably pride and 
ambition, nouriſhed by the hope (may it ever 
prove 2 vain and deluſive hoye!) that when the 
empire is ſhattered to pieces, they ſhall be able 
to chooſe their ſhare of the fragments. Now we 
mult be very ill inſtructed, not to know, that 
with ſuch principles, true religion is altogether 
incompatible. 

It is allowed indeed, as formerly hinted, that 
perſons of real piety may, by the cunning of 
artful impoſtors, be ſeduced, at leaſt for a while, 
upon this ſubject, and drawn aſide from the path 

of duty: as we find that many of the people of 

Iſrael joined themſelves to the party of Abſalom, 
without any intention of revolting from the 
King his Father, till they were led forward by 
degrees,andinvolvedunawaresin open rebellion. 
For at the beginning of that revolt, we read that 
with Abſalom there went out of Jeruſalem, at 
= his 
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his call, two hundred men, © and they went n 
© their ſimplicity, they knew not any thing f.“ 
They were entirely ignorant of the whole mat- 
ter. And this is the reaſon of the affectionate 
paternal counſel given in my text, to have no 
commerce with ſuch men; which we render, 
not to meddle with them, not to mingle. 
in their ſociety, and to take no part in their 
councils. For as, in general, © evil communica- 
tionscorrupt good manners,” and asaperſon will 
hardly eſcape intemperance, who frequents the 
company of intemperate people, ſo it will be dif- 
ficult to aſſociate often with difaffected and ſe- 
ditious perſons, who ſeek to change or overturn 
the government of their country, without catch- 
ing the infection of their pernicious princi- 
ples. They will avow nothing but harmleſs and 
benevolent intentions; that their aim is to re- 
form and improve, not to deſtroy ; that they 
mean to correct abuſes which have crept in by 
length of time; to reſtore government to its ori- 
A purity; to procure an equal and perfect re- 
preſentation of the people; and to promote their 
eaſe, liberty, freedom from taxes, &c.: and thus 
under ſpecious colours. carry on the * dans 
3 deſigns. a . 
A true ſpecimen of theſe ſeductive arts, we 
5 have in the caſe of Abſalom above mentioned. 


w 


n 2 Sam. xv. II. 


— | | ; O c He 
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80 He roſe up early, and ſtood beſide the way of N 
the gate, where juſtice was adminiſtered; and 
„eit was ſo, that when any man that had a con- 
_ © troverſy came to the Kipg for judgement, 
„ Abſalom addreſſed himſelf to him; and after 
„ ſome kind inquiries about his family and 
place of abode, he pretended to look into his 
* cauſe, and aſſured him it was good and right, 
I but regretted that there was no man deput- 
„ed of the King to hear him*.” Then he 
added, © O that I were made judge in the 
„e land, that every man who hath any ſuit, or 
* cauſe, might come to me, and I would do 
« him juſtice.” If we could take Abſalom's 
word for it, he was one of the moſt zealous 
and diſintereſted friends of the people. The 
text ſubjoins, that when any man came 
<< nizh to him to do him. obeiſance, he put 
forth his hand, and took him and kiſſed him.“ 
And by continued aſſiduity in theſe practices, he 


ſtole the hearts of the men of Iſrael, and raiſed _ 


a dangerous rebellion againſt his F ather's crown 
and life. 1 
Nor is it any e chat men of fimplicity 
* uprightneſs have been ſometimes taken in 
by ſuch profeſſions, and engaged in meaſures 
tbey little thought of. But it is not ſo eaſy 
to deviſe an excuſe for them, if they continue 
1 2 Sam, Xv. z — 6. 
| Ae to 
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to afiociate with theſe reformers, after they 
have thrown off the maſk, and entered upon 
plans of manifeſt hoſtility againſt the govern- 
ment that protects them. There is nothing 
but deſperate wickedneſs, or the moſt deplor- 
able infatuation, that can account for ſuch 
conduct. And thus much for the duties here 
injoined; which Solomon preſſes upon us, with 
great earneſtneſs and affection, to fear God 
and the King, and to have as little communi— 
cation as poſſible, with thoſe who do other- 
Wiſe, or with © changers,” as our margin has it. 
Let us now, if you pleaſe, 


II. Schinder 2 little the ſanction with which 
theſe duties are inforced, or the puniſhment 
awarded to the violators of them. © For their 
« calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly ; and who Know- 

« eth the ruin of them both. 
The ruin that awaits reſtleſs, factious, turbu- 
jent and ſeditious ſpirits, and their aſſociates, 
mall be ſudden, violent, and grievous. It ſhall 
come upon them by ſurpriſe, and altogether un- 
expected, ſo that they ſhall not be able to take any 
meaſures to ward off the blow. Though they 
et their plots with the utmoſt art and ſe- 
crecy, their miſchievous deſigns ſhall not fail to 
be diicovered, and the authors of them, and 
| all 
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alk that are concerned in them, brought to 
condign puniſhment, when they are leaſt 
aware of it. As Solomon ſays elſewhere, © An 
evil man ſeeketh only rebellion, therefore ſhall 
<« acruelmeſſenger be ſent againſt him*,” that is, 
a meſſenger that ſhall be deaf to his intreaties. 
But whereas in my text he ſpeaks of © the 
„ ruin of them both,” ſome make the word 
* both,” to mean both the ſeditious and thoſe 
who hold intercourſe with them. Others un- 
deritand it, to refer both to thoſe who break 
the laws of God, and thoſe who ſeek to over- 
turn the Government of their Country. 
Others, laſtly, take it to mean both God and 
« the King,“ and the evil threatened, to be 
what they inflict; as if he had ſaid, who know- 
eth the time, or manner, or weight of that ca- 
lamity which the united vengeance of God and 
the Kingwill bringupon the contemners of their 
laws and their authority; or thoſe who riſe up 
in rebellion againſt them? 

The laft of theſe interpretations ſeems to be 
the molt eaſy and natural, but all of them con- 
cur to aſſure us, of the dreadful and inevitable 
ruin which awaits the ſinners ſpoken of ; 
namely thoſe who trample on the laws both 
of God and the King. They ſhall be liable to 
a ſeverer puniſhment than other ſinners. For 


other 
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dther ſinners, many of them at leaſt, may pals 
their days without ſuffering any animadverſion 


from the laws of their country, and even with- 
out incurring any remarkable effects of the in- 


dignation of God. On the other hand, when 
men adhere to their duty to God, they have al- 


ways the teſtimony of a good conſcience to 


fupport them, though they ſhould incur the 
diſpleaſure of their Prince, and the unjuſt cen- 


ſure of their fellow citizens. A temporary 
and tranſient happineſs may be enjoyed by 


thoſe who, at the expence of their integrity 
and duty to God, cultivate the favour of their 
earthly Governors. But when men at once in- 
cur the diſpleaſure of Almighty God, and be- - 
come obnoxious to the Magiſtrate, or Gover- 


nor, under whom they are put in ſubjection, 


what reſource is left them, and how can they 
eſcape the moſt miſerable deſtiny? Under this 
threat are comprehended all evils, both of the 
preſent life and of that which is to come. | 
iſ, The diſpleaſure of Almighty God is a 
dreadful and intolerable burden. Who may 
abide his indignation, or ſtand when once he is 


angry? It is impoſſible for men either to elude 
his knowledge or to reſiſt his power; nor can 
death itſelf put them out of the reach of his 


vengeance. It is a fearful thing to fall into 
5 5 © the 


C 
tlie hands of the living God. _ He has all 
nature at his command, and can employ any 
part of it that he ſees fit, to execute his aw- 
ful purpoſes. He called for the waters of the 
ſea, to drown the ſinners of the old world; 
he rained fire and brimſtone from heaven, on 
Sodom and Gommorah ; he made the earth 
open its mouth, and ſwallow up quick thoſe 
that periſhed in the gainſaying of Cora; and 
overthrew the rebellious Iſraelites in the 
wilderneſs, by various calamities—as by peſti- 
lential diſorders; by the biting of fiery ſer- 
pents; by the ſword of foreign enemies; and 
ſometimes by the ſword of one another. And 
after their ſettlement in the land of Canaan, 
as often as they revolted from God, they 
were forſaken by him, ſold into ſlavery to 
their heathen neighbours, and delivered up 
to a variety of wretchedneſs. Theſe things 
are recorded for our admonition, and are 
examples and warnings to us. 

Guilty nations who caſt off the fear of 
God, and cannot be brought to timely re- 
pentance, are puniſhed with various calamities 
in this world, according to the meaſure of 
their guilt. The diſtribution of proper pu- 

niſhments and rewards to particular perſons is 
chiefly reſerved to a future ſtate of retribu- 


tion: though in part it takes place in this pre- 
C . 9 


3 
ſent life, eſpecially when to their neglect or 


violation of the laws of God, they add, 
2. Difloyalty to their King, and the 


tranſgreſſion of the laws of their country. 


The greateſt injury which any man can do 
to his country, is to endeavour to ſubvert the 


conſtitution and government of it, though 
it have imperfections, as all human govern- 


ments muſt have; when he is not ſure of 


being able, without much bloodſhed, or even 
With it, to put any thing better, or ſo good, 


in its place. Nor is the injury leſs, though 

he ſhould pretend to have, and have in reality, 
the moſt generous and benevolent intentions 
of improving the government of the country, 
and carrying it to a higher ſtate of perfection. 


But every one attempts to overturn the go- 


vernment of his country, who ſeeks to bring 


about any change in it, by force and violence 


by intimidating the legiſlature; or obſtructing 
the executive power; or ſuperſeding, in any 
degree, the regular conſtituted authorities. 
Every perſon who engages in ſuch deſigns 
falls under the cenſure of the Apoſtle, He 
« reſiſteth the ordinance of God, and ſhall re- 
« ceive to himſelf damnation *,” or © judge- 
«© ment.” That is, he becdssste e to the puniſh- 
ment gi a traitor. That attempts of this kind 


* Rom xili. „ | 
| 8 


8 

have of late been made againſt our govern- 
ment, there are not wanting melancholy 
proofs. Attempts (ſurpriſing and incredible 
as it may appear) to change the beſt form 
of government upon earth, into a wretched 
imitation of the worſt! If all who were en- 


gaged in theſe attempts have not ſuffered ſo 


much as they .deſerved, it is a proof of the 


mildneſs of our laws. If ſome have ſuffered, 


we have reaſon to be thankful for it, becauſe 
it was neceſſary for the ſafety of the ſtate, 
which might otherwiſe have been plunged 


into great miſeries. We may, however, aſſure 


ourſelves, that the juſtice of heaven and earth 
will unite, to bring deſerved and inevitable 


ruin on thoſe, who, caſting off the fear of 


God, and of the rulers that he hath ſet over 
them, endeavour to alter or overthrow the go- 
vernment of their country, And ought not 
theſe conſiderations to have ſome weight in 
perſuading even thoſe who are not much un- 
der the influence of religious principle, to 
mind this exhortation, which ſpeaketh unto 
us as to children My ſon, fear thou the Lord 

e and the King,” &c. To which we might add 
many exhortations of like import, and of 
ſtill higher authority, in the New Teſtament ; 
where | Chriſtians are exhorted to yield ſubmiſ- 
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ſion in all lawful things, to inſtitutions. and 
rulers, much leſs Mn to liberty than ours: 


Let us now come to the application of the 
ſubject: | | 

Me are this day called ca by public 
authority, to confeſs and forſake our ſins, that 
we may obtain the pardon of them, and avert, 
if poffible, the awful diſpleaſure of Almighty 
God, and procure his protection to our 


country againſt the dangers that threaten it. 


How much ſoever we may be diſpoſed each of : 


us, as it commonly happens, to juſtify our- 


ſelves, we can hardly fail to be perſuaded, 


upon a little reflection, “ that the Lord hath a 


* controverſy with the inhabitants of our 
land *, and that it is not for nothing we 
have been left to ſtruggle, for more than 


two years, at a vaſt expence of blood and 


treaſure, with the calamities of an unſucceſsful . 
war, of which we do not yet ſee any end, 
in defence. of the moſt valuable privileges 


which belong to us as men and Chriſtians. - To 
fay that we need not have engaged in this 


War, or that we may bring it to a period 
whenever we pleaſe, is ſpeaking at random, 


and taking the liberty to ſay that for which 
we have no authority; and Of f which, for want 
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of knowing all the circumſtances, we are not 


competent judges. Raſh and unfounded 
aſſertions may be eaſily made, but yield no 


benefit unleſs it be to expoſe the folly of 


thoſe who make them. It will ſurely be much 
wiſer for us on this day, to examine our ways, 
and conſider whether we have not, by our 
ſins, contributed to the national calamities, and 
particularly what our conduct has been, with 


regard to the two great articles now under 


our conſideration— the religion and govern- 
ment of our country. EE; 15 


Firſt for religion, If we feared God aright, 


we would be more attentive than many are, to 
honour the ordinances of his worſhip, and more 
united among ourſelves, in ſupporting that 


mode of worſhip which our anceſtors, about 
a hundred years ago, were ſo zealous, and ſo 


glad, to get eſtabliſhed in this country. But, 


alas, while many in higher ſtations give no 


public teſtimony of their regard for this mode 


of religion, or any other; wherein they neither 
imitate the piety of their ſovereign, nor ſet a 


good example before their inferiors ; among 
the common people, many ſeem to make it 
conſiſt chiefly in ſtudying what miniſters or 
preachers they -will chooſe to hear; to what 


ſect or party they will join chimfabyes; where 


they will find religion properly modeled accord- 
J.. me e 
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ing to their taſte and fancies; and how they 
may ſecure their ears from hearing any thing, 
as the will of heaven, that does not agree with 
their own pre-conceived opinions! The main 
buſineſs of many, who make the greateſt profeſ- 
ſions of religion, is not to bring up their ſenti- 
ments and manners to the ſtandard of the di- 
vine law, but to bring down the divine law to 
their own ſtandard. They have alſo, in direct 
oppoſition to the will of God, “ ſhewn a ſtrong 
diſpoſition, eſpecially of late, to ſtep out of 
their own ſphere, and to undertake the office of 
ſtateſmen. And of ſo little importance, in 
their eyes, is that unity and concord which 
Chriſt ſo earneſtly prayed far to his diſciples +, 
that to divide, and ſeparate, and ſcatter the 
flock of Chriſt, at leaſt as far as their example 
and influence can go, ſeems to be with them 
a high point of religion, and an atonement for 
their ſins. | | | 
Now, it may be well believed that our reli- 
gious diviſions do not contribute to our political 
union, or to ſtrengthen our hands againſt the 
common enemy. But it is truly wonderful, 
if ſome of the ſtricteſt religioniſts among us, 
as it is reported, are thoſe, who of all others feel 
leaſt alarm at the ſucceſs of an enemy, that hath 
avow vedly catl off all religion ; nay, inſtead wy | 


* 2 Dor: vii. 24. + John. xvii. 20. 
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being alarmed, are moſt favourably diſpoſed 


towards him; and would be moſt ready to 
join his ſtandard, if he ſhould invade this coun- 


try. For ſince, in reſpect of the arm of fleſh, our 


enemies are far ſuperior to us, our principal 
hope of bringing this war to a happy iſſue 


muſt be founded in the aid of heaven; which 


we humbly truſt will be more readily afforded 
to us, than to our enemies becauſe we, as yet, 
preſerve more reverence for the name and wor- 
ſhip of God, and for the rules of piety and 
righteouſneſs, than they. But what avails a 


religion which, inſtead of promoting union and 


concord, ſerves only as a ſubject of diviſion, con- 
tention and hatred? Whereto ſerveth a faith, 
that is inactive, barren and dead; entirely deſ- 
titute of thoſe good works, which are the pro- 


per fruits of goſpel faith? Or how can we be 


benefited by a © form of godlineſs, while we 
« deny the power thereof? We have been 
a people much more highly favoured, with re- 

ligious and civil advantages, than our enemies; 


and therefore any abuſe of them by us muſt 


be proportionally more offenſive to God. And 


he hatli often, in righteouſneſs, employed the 


enemies of his name, as the rod in his hand, 


and the ſtaff of his indignation, to chaſtiſe the 


+ 2 Tim. iii. 5. 
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faults of his own people. On this ſubject chen 
we have juſt cauſe of humiliation and ſorrow 
this day, that the chaſtiſement of heaven to- 

wards us, may not be in vain. 5 | 
Secondly, As to the other branch of "BEN 
the fear of the King, or a due reverence and 
ſubjection to the Government of our country, 
we have great reaſon to be thankful, that no 
groſs violations of that commandment have 
appeared among us of this place. But in other 
parts of the country, they have been manifeſt 
and flagrant. And if they had not been check. 
ed by ſome examples of puniſhment, no one 
can ſay to what height they would by this 
time have arrived, or how much innocent 
blood might have been ſhed by means of them. 
But if, notwithſtanding the happineſs of our 
Conſtitution, and the goodneſs and equity 
of our Government, a ſpirit of diſaffection 
and ſedition really exiſts among many in the 
nation, and is kept down only by the fear of 
puniſhment, there is always ground to be 
apprehenſive of it, and on our guard againſt 
it. Indeed the chief encouragement which 
our inveterate enemies had to begin and 
carry ON this war againſt us—1 ſay to begin it, 
for it is a certain fact that they were the firſt 
to declare war againſt us, and they did ſo after 
having at their OWN hand, and without con- 
fulting 
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| ſulting the parties concerned, violated treaties 
which were of long ſtanding, and which their 
nation, along with others, had pledged itſelf 
to maintain. So that the war ſeems to be 
purely offenſive on their part; but on our part 
purely defenſive, and therefore both juſt 
and neceſſary. But I repeat it, that the chief 
encouragement which they had to begin it 
was the hope of ſeeing us a divided people, 
and of being able to raiſe up among us a deſ- 
perate faction, or factions, to eſpouſe their in- 
| tereſt, and to ſecond their execrable deſigns. In 
which hope they were not a little flattered by 
the different ſocieties in Britain, who at that 
time held correſpondences with them. And 
accordingly, it may be remembered, that in the 
beginning of their hoſtilities, they declared for- 
footh, that they had no quarrel with the © peo- 
ple,“ of Great Britain, but only with their 
King,“ that is, they meant, in great kindneſs 
to us, if you pleaſe, to rid us of our King; to de- 
ſtroy our conſiitution of government; and re- 
duce us to the ſame miſery that reigns in their 
country. If they had reaſon to think us all united 
as one man, and firmly determined to ſhed the 
laſt drop of our blood, rather than yield up any 
portion of our religion, of our laws, of our 
conſtitution of government, of our liberty and 
x5 5 D independence 
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Indepetdetice to them; they would probably 
lower their tone a little, and ſpeak with lefs' 
confidence of their being able to effect the ruin 
of the Britiſh empire. 
De: this as it will, our preſent circumſtances, as 
2 natior, are undoubtedly very critical; and the 
times are probably not far off, when it will be 
brought to a decifive trial ; what value we put 
on thoſe civil and religious libertics, which we 
have the happineſs to enjoy, and what we. 
will do for preſerving them, rather than yield 
them up for the honour of confraternity with 
a nation of bloodthirſty Atheiſts; or rather I 
ſhould fay, for the honour of ſubjection to the 
capricious tyranny, and inſatiable avarice, of a 
{et of democrates, lately ſprung from the duſt 
to Lord it over mankind ; who, in their fond 
imaginations, have already ſwallowed up the 
wealth of the whole world, and put down all 
rule and authority but their own. Are there 
any here preſent ambitious of ſuch honours ? 
God forbid there ſhould. But if we have no 
ambition of that kind, let us continue in the 
fear of God and the King, lead quiet and peace. 
able lives in all godlineſs and honeſty, and en- 
deavour to ſhew that we are not altogether un- 
worthy of the eminent bleſſings, reſpecting reli- 
gion and government, which God has beſtow- 
edon us; by ping forth, when needful, ſome 
vigorous 7 
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| vigorous exertions in the defence of them. And 


happy ſhall we be, if by our repentance and 


prayers, begun with renewed ardour this day, 


; and regularly cultivated in after life, we can 


engage Almighty God to ſtand by us, and to 
render our exertions ſucceſsful. 
Now bleſſed be God's glorious name, from 


= everlaſting to everlaſting. Amen. 


THE END. 


